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      SEGRA Walks the Talk 

Sustainable Economic Growth for Regional Australia       Edition 4 – August 2014 

SEGRA 2014 – CONNECTING MATTERS 

REGISTER NOW  
SEGRA 2014 - 3 Day Study Tour to Uluru & Kata Tjuta 

Indigenous Economic Development  
 

   
 

 

Date: Sunday, 5 October to Tuesday, 7 October 2014 

Price: $750.00 per person  

Tour inclusions:  http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2014/TourInclusions_web.pdf 
 A draft itinerary is now available: http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2014/draft.itinerary.studytour.pdf 

REGISTER NOW: http://www.segra.com.au/registration.php 

 

http://www.segra.com.au/segra_prog.html
http://www.segra.com.au/registration.php
http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2014/TourInclusions_web.pdf
http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2014/draft.itinerary.studytour.pdf
http://www.segra.com.au/registration.php
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See the Geotourism workshop flyer - 

http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2014/GeotourismFlyer.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See the Engaging with Korea workshop flyer - 

http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2014/EngagingwithKoreaFlyer.

pdf 

 

SEGRA 2014 WORKSHOPS 

 

Image: http://www.abc.net.au/reslib/201303/ 

r1090587_13055651.jpg 

 

Kangaroo Dundee Confirmed to Speak at Geotourism 

Workshop 

Chris Barns, also known as ‘Brolga’ or Kangaroo Dundee has been confirmed 

as a speaker SEGRA’s Geotourism workshop on Friday, 10 October in Alice 

Springs. 

Chris, the owner of The Kangaroo Sanctuary and star of Kangaroo Dundee – 

BBC2 AGB Films, first established a baby kangaroo rescue centre in Alice 

Springs in 2005. He then went on to build his own wildlife sanctuary in 2009-

11. Donations from kind people in Australia and overseas helped raise funds 

to build his own sanctuary in the heart of the Australian Outback. 

Chris’ next project is to build Central Australia’s first wildlife hospital on the 

grounds of his sanctuary. 

Engaging with Korea 

 

SEGRA is delighted that Prof. H. Lee, Director of the Centre for Australian 

Studies of Yonsei University, Korea and Prof. J. Jung, President of the 

Queensland Korean Business Council are leading the Engaging with Korea – 

Employment and Training Opportunities for Regional Australia workshop.  

The workshop will focus on the ‘K-Move Australia Project’ which establishes 

partnership networks between Korean skilled forces and regional Australia. 

Prof. Jae-Hoon  

Jung 

Prof. Heejin  

Lee 

http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2014/GeotourismFlyer.pdf
http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2014/EngagingwithKoreaFlyer.pdf
http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2014/EngagingwithKoreaFlyer.pdf
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Connecting with Regional Australia’s Future Prosperity – Economic Trends and 

Opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

SEGRA is delighted to have secured Kristian Kolding, Associate Director of Deloitte Access Economics to 

deliver the opening keynote address this year. Drawing on his work with the Building the Lucky County 

Framework, (http://www.deloitte.com/view/en_AU/au/news-research/luckycountry/index.htm) 

Kristian will present  an overview of the big picture for Australia’s Future Prosperity and talk in particular 

about  the economic trends and opportunities in regional Australia.  

Kristian’s presentation will be followed by commentary from Jack Archer, General Manager of the 

Regional Australia Institute who will extend the discussion into the implications for and responses from 

different types of regions.  Finally Kim Houghton from Economic Solutions will talk about what this 

means at the business and community level in terms of responding to these trends and opportunities. 

Each of these speakers is highly regarded with their views regularly sought out by the media. Bringing all 

three together at SEGRA creates a unique opportunity for our delegates to hear them on a single 

platform and engage in further discussion throughout the day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEGATRENDS AND REGIONAL AUSTRALIA 

 

Kristian Kolding Kim Houghton Jack Archer 

 

 

http://www.deloitte.com/view/en_AU/au/news-research/luckycountry/index.htm
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A/Prof. Jeremy Buultjens, Managing Editor, Journal of Economic and Social Policy and 

School of Business, Southern Cross University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Jen Cleary, Senior Research Development Manager, Centre for Regional 

Engagement (CRE), University of South Australia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEGRA NATIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE 

 

Jeremy is an Associate Professor with the School of Business at Southern 
Cross University. He is also the Managing Editor of the Journal of Economic 
and Social Policy. He has taught in a number of units ranging from Economics 
and Industrial Relations through to Tourism Planning and Indigenous Tourism. 

Jeremy's research interests include Indigenous entrepreneurship, regional 
development and employment relations. His publications have appeared in 
Tourism Management, Journal of Industrial Relations, International Journal of 
Employment Studies, International Journal of Contemporary Hospitality 
Management, Labour and Industry and the Australasian Journal of Business 
and Social Enquiry. 

Jeremy has conducted numerous consultancies. His clients have included the 
NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, the NSW Crown Solicitor’s Office, 
W.A. Department of Conservation and Land Management, and the Northern 
Rivers Area Consultative Committee. 

 

Dr. Jen Cleary is a geographer with research interests in rural, regional and 
remote development, education and health. She is highly experienced in 
participatory research and specialises in community engagement and 
community participatory planning, which she undertakes across Australia.   

As a high profile regional Australian, Jen also holds a number of senior 
positions in national and international organisations concerned with rural, 
regional and remote development and is recognised for her expertise, 
experience and extensive networks in this field. In September 2012, she co-
convened the fifth world forum of the International Rural Network. 

Jen was elected co-chair of the Network at the conclusion of the highly 
successful Forum. Jen is also currently the Deputy Chair of Regional 
Development South Australia and Chair of Regional Development Australia, 
Far North. She is also a board member of the Country Arts SA Trust and from 
2010 to 2013 was a board member of the Outback Communities Authority. 
Jen joined the SEGRA National Steering Committee in 2013.  
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Image: http://www.cdu.edu.au/enews/ 

versions/010310_images/dion3.jpg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AROUND THE REGIONS 

 
Cheeky Dog 

Born in Alice Springs in 1991, Dion Beasley is an inspirational young 

Alywarr artist who suffers from muscular dystrophy. However through his 

adversity, Dion has developed a great passion for drawing and produces 

amazing artwork which he has now turned into a social enterprise. 

 

Dion’s delightful depiction of dogs and elements ofcommunity life form 

the basis of the majority of his drawings. HIs first exhibition titled, A Dog’s 

Life, was held in the Darwin Entertainment Centre in 2008, as a set of ten 

screen-printed drawings.  

 

Dion’s personal expression focuses on the camp dogs that are central to 

the life of Aboriginal communities. Dion’s portraits of dogs are clever and 

captivating. While each has its own distinctive personality, together they 

form a chronicle of daily life on Aboriginal communities, with its own 

dramas, tensions and energies. 

 

His drawings are the inspiration behind the clothing label Cheeky Dog. 
Visit: http://www.cheekydogs.com.au/ 

 

 

Dion Beasley 

The Purple House Wellbeing Program 

The Purple House in Alice Springs is primarily a private health facility 

treating Indigenous dialysis patients with end stage renal disease in 

surroundings that make patients feel comfortable being away from 

country. The facility is actually a house in the suburbs of Alice Springs 

and is painted Purple!   

The Purple House Wellbeing Program began out of the need for 

patients to have access to their traditional healing practices whilst 

living in town. 

Today, the Wellness Program supports the making and selling of 

‘bush balm’ products and has expanded to include a catering service 

and cultural workshops in bush balm production. 

Visit: http://www.westerndesertdialysis.com/soc/ 

 

Image: http://www.westerndesertdialysis.com 

/wp-content/uploads/Purple-house-14sm.jpg 

Image: https://www.westerndesertdialysis.com 

/soc/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Product-range-700.jpg 

http://www.cheekydogs.com.au/
http://www.westerndesertdialysis.com/soc/
http://www.westerndesertdialysis.com/
https://www.westerndesertdialysis.com/
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Editor’s note:  Thanks Christine for the update and positive comments. The issue of investment 

attraction including business migration will be canvassed at a number of sessions in the SEGRA program 

this year.  

SEGRA 2014 Challenges  

 

Northern Australia SEGRA 2013 Challenge 

 

Christine Doan, Director, Malanda North 

At SEGRA 2013, I led a SEGRA Challenge on Business Migration and whether they could be an add-on 

for boosting small investment in our rural and regional areas. 

A group of 15 dissected and debated the topic with some fervor as well as expertise (a professional 

business migration agent was amongst us). We wrapped up by drawing up a short list of suggestions. 

I will check in with the group again to ascertain what, if anything, others have done on this subject. 

I have taken one action item from our list and put it into practice:  find targeted overseas 

opportunities to spread the word about the Business Migration Visa option as a way to invest in and 

migrate to Australia.  Some details about my overseas program can be found attached.   

I also continued to communicate the idea to local business colleagues and to local and Queensland 

politicians.  This has attracted enough attention to have the Business Migration Visa as a means to 

encourage small scale foreign investment and business savvy migrants tabled before the Northern 

Australia Advisory Group.  There is a strong possibility that this initiative, first aired at SEGRA, could 

become official policy in the White Policy on Developing Northern Australia. 

I commend the National Steering Committee for the addition of the Challenge to the SEGRA program. 

It highlights the: 

 Influence of SEGRA delegates on refining and disseminating ideas as well as influencing policy 
formulation 

 Importance of SEGRA’s collaborative and action oriented approach 

 Openness of SEGRA to introduce  small but creative approaches  to foster sustainability in our 
regions 
 

Please see www.malandanorth.com/investment  to view the papers I have written on this topic. 

 

http://www.malandanorth.com/investment
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Editor’s note: I am looking forward to Cr. Bishop’s workshop at SEGRA 2014. 

Community Resilience Challenge – Call to Action 

 

By Redland City Councillor, Cr. Paul Bishop 

In October, I will present a Masterclass on community resilience in Alice Springs at SEGRA 

(Sustainable Economic Growth for Regional Australia), with a peer Kerry Grace. Our Co-Presentation 

was the result of winning the inaugural SEGRA challenge in 2013 at Coffs Harbour. 

Since the Challenge, Redlands has had a number of significant bushfires and Redland City Council has 

further excelled at what people across Australia now see as global best practice Emergency Response, 

the most important thing that community needs to realise is the need to be self-reliant in times of 

Emergency. 

This is not a job for Superman. Survival under stress is not something authorities can or should be 

expected to fix. This is not up to 'them', because 'they' might be 'All the Kings Horses and All the Kings 

Men', but when our fragile shell of 'Normal' is broken, the job of putting Humpty Dumpty together 

again and adapting to a 'New Normal' cannot be left to Authority, for they are just members of the 

community until order and 'normality' returns. 

 

Community Resilience is not a job for 'Supermen'. It's the work of We: You, Me, i, Us. Because when 

'push comes to shove' absolutely everybody in community is united by a local spirit of community 

connectedness that reminds us of the Aussie Battler heritage, of the ANZAC innovation of the 

Pioneering Vision and the Entrepreneurial Zeal that has made Australia into one of the most 

respected and diverse cultural nations on earth. 

 

As we enter a time of tumult and a climate of change, (regardless of the result of my Notice of Motion 

or our SEGRA Community Resilience Presentation), I urge each and every person who reads this to 

ask 2 Questions: 

A: 'Why are you alive in this current human form, and what would you like to see change before you 

leave it behind? 

B: 'What will you do to use the full extent of your awareness, intelligence & capacity to create change 

toward maximum positive effect, now and into the future?' 

Once you sense this, perhaps you will be more willing, able and prepared to  

C. 'See the change you wish to be' so you can  

B. 'Be the change you wish to see in the world.' (M. Gandhi) 

A. 'Actions speak louder than words.' 
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Designing, Funding and Sustaining Regionally Significant Projects: SEGRA 2014 

challenge update   

In July an initial webinar outlining the design and concepts of the Regional Solutions Framework was 

held.  70 people registered.  A snapshot of the pre webinar survey results is below.  

Pre workshop Survey Snapshot 

The biggest challenges facing the delivery of Regionally Significant Projects: 

1.       Facilitating better decisions 

2.       Securing Project funding 

Key factors having potential to promote the development of regionally significant catalyst projects: 

1.       Independent credible external expertise 

2.       Engagement and collaboration skills 

3.       Independent coordination framework. 

 

There was unanimous feedback after the webinar that the Regional Solutions Framework (RSF) is an 

innovation worth testing through demonstration.  Below are some participants’ comments.  

The AAA+ process could benefit regions by: 

“Better decisions, better allocation of resources and allocation of capital” 

‘To ensure projects are delivered on time, on budget, on purpose and provide sustainable 

transformation of community.” 

“By providing a framework and testing the validity of a proposed project.” 

“providing a framework for infrastructure development projects” 

“it would significantly increase the success of not only project delivery, but also initial assessment and 

consideration of projects, including reducing resources invested in projects that do not proceed.”  

“Fits perfectly to leverage our strengths to project success” 

“Improved coordination better framework for pulling together projects And building them!” 

We now have two regions signed up for the beta group, one auspiced by Advance Cairns and one by 

Hawkesbury Council (involving three townships). A third group has indicated they will be joining the 
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beta group at the SEGRA workshop so we are fairly confident we will have a robust beta group for the 

research component.  

If your region is looking to be part of the National Best Practice Demonstration Project in conjunction 

with the Southern Cross University, please register for the workshop at SEGRA or contact Robert 

Prestipino (Vital Places) or Kate Charters (MSQ) at info@regionalsolutions.net.au 

 For more information about the RSF, visit www.regionalsolutions.net.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Deadline for submission of articles and images for the next edition of SEGRA Walks to Talk is Monday, 
8 September 2014 

Please send your articles and images to: info@segra.com.au      

 

 

 

Be Quick to Book your Accommodation for SEGRA 2014 

 

Accommodation at SEGRA 2014 is expected to fill up fast due to the Masters Games being held in Alice 

Springs from Saturday, 11 October. We recommend delegates to book accommodation as soon as possible.  

Please visit the SEGRA website for registration and accommodation options and to ensure you receive 

prices at special delegate rates: http://www.segra.com.au/ 

  

 

mailto:info@regionalsolutions.net.au
http://www.regionalsolutions.net.au/
mailto:info@segra.com.au
mailto:info@segra.com.au
http://www.segraaustralia.blogspot.com.au/
https://twitter.com/SEGRAau
http://au.linkedin.com/groups?gid=3894242
mailto:info@segra.com.au?subject=Please subscribe me&Body=Please insert your email signature or contact details
http://www.segra.com.au/

